LTWI, a nonprofit entity has ambitious targeted goals to reverse some of the negative institutional consequences of Newark’s alarming statistics: low levels of educational attainment; high unemployment rates; low technical skill levels; extreme vulnerability to the criminal justice system with concurrent recidivism statistics, among African – American males aged 18 to 27.
In today’s competitive economy individuals lacking the minimum educational level (more than one quarter of Newark’s high school seniors failed to graduate – a third of adults over age of 25 lack a high school diploma (2006 US Bureau of Census data), will find it virtually impossible to escape low wage employment; are more likely to be chronically unemployed; at far greater risk of exposure to negative social behaviors –drug sales, weapon possession and gang activity.
There has been some quantifiable progress. However, due to Newark’s greater deterrent focus on Gang and Drug activities drug offenses fell 19%, weapon offenses fell 14 % (2007 data).  Newark’s total population according to 2006 census data was 266,736.  In terms of racial diversity, Newark’s youth population is becoming less diverse economically.  African-American youth made up nearly two thirds, 64 % of the total in 2006, up from 59% the year before (US Census Bureau Data). Further 34 percent of Newark’s youth population was under 18 in 2006.
According to 2006 data, the basic unemployment rate was 8.5 %, with a disproportionately higher % among African Americans males in the 18-27 demographic.  The 2008 data is likely to be higher, given the impact of a national economy suffering from recessionary pressures.
